The Ohio State University

Information and Application for Rhodes Scholarship Nomination 

About the Rhodes
The Rhodes Scholarships, the oldest international fellowships, bring 32 American students annually to the University of Oxford for two years of study, with the possibility of renewal for a third year. All educational costs are paid on the Scholar's behalf by the Rhodes Trustees. 
Intellectual distinction is a necessary but not a sufficient condition for election to a Rhodes Scholarship. Selection committees are charged to seek excellence in qualities of mind and in qualities of person which, in combination, offer the promise of effective service to the world in the decades ahead. The Rhodes Scholarships, in short, are investments in individuals rather than in project proposals. Accordingly, applications are sought from talented students without restriction as to their field of academic specialization or career plans although the proposed course of study must be available at Oxford, and the applicant's undergraduate program must provide a sufficient basis for further study in the proposed field. Through the years, Rhodes Scholars have pursued studies in all of the varied fields available at the University of Oxford.
Eligibility

To qualify for the 2011 Rhodes competition, candidates should:

· Be U.S. citizens

· Have completed a bachelor’s degree before October 1, 2011
· Have obtained a minimum 3.8 GPA

· By October 1, 2010, be at least 18 and not yet 24 years of age.
Selection Criteria
Mr. Rhodes’ will contains four criteria by which prospective Rhodes Scholars are to be selected:  

· literary and scholastic attainments
· energy to use one’s talents to the full, as exemplified by fondness for and success in sports
· truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for and protection of the weak, kindliness, unselfishness and fellowship
· moral force of character and instincts to lead, and to take an interest in one’s fellow beings
Preference will be given to candidates who display a potential to make a significant contribution to their own society. Rhodes Scholars will often become “change agents” in the world.  Selectors will also look for strong motivation and seriousness of purpose, including the presentation of a specific and realistic academic program.  
The OSU Nomination Process
The Rhodes Scholarship, like many prestigious national awards, requires students be nominated by their undergraduate institution in order to compete for the award.  When a student is selected as a nominee, also called an “endorsement,” the student is elected to represent Ohio State University on the national level of the competition.  The nominee is then forwarded to the national scholarship organization, also called the “Foundation.”   The only way to be considered by the Foundation for the Rhodes Scholarship is to receive OSU’s nomination.  Students may NOT apply directly to the Rhodes Foundation.  

OSU is currently accepting applications for the OSU nominations.  If you would like to be considered for this award, you will need to submit a complete application to the Honors Collegium office by Monday, May 3rd.  A faculty panel, the OSU Nominating Committee, will then review the applications and select 6-8 top candidates to come in for an interview.  After the interviews are completed, the panel will select OSU’s nominee(s) for the Rhodes Scholarship.  OSU is not limited to the number of students we may nominate, though we usually endorse 1-3 students.  The faculty panel will only select nominees they feel will be competitive on the national level.  

Once the nominees are announced, they will begin working with the Honors Collegium and University faculty to become as competitive a candidate as possible.  Nominees will work throughout the summer and early fall compiling an official application, practicing interview skills, reading up on current events, and facilitating final letters of recommendation.  The final application will be submitted to the Foundation by early October, 2010.  District finalists will be announced in early November, and Rhodes Scholars will be named following District interviews.  
Any questions should be directed to the Honors Collegium.  We can be reached via email at collegium@osu.edu or by phone at 688-5805.  

Preparing to Compete

Should I apply?

The Rhodes Scholarship is a prestigious, national program.  Many well-prepared, very competitive applicants each year will not receive the award.  OSU’s nominees will be competing against students from top, ivy-league universities.  This is not to say that our students are not competitive; many years Rhodes scholarships are awarded to Big 10 students.  However, OSU’s nominees will need to be exceptional examples of campus leaders and scholars.  OSU students were selected as national finalists in 2006 and 2007, and Jessica Hanzlik was named a Rhodes Scholar in 2008.
To find out if you may be competitive for this award, start by looking through the profiles of past Rhodes Scholars (http://www.rhodesscholar.org/). Do you see yourself amongst this group of students?  If the answer is “yes,” you could make an excellent candidate.  The Rhodes process isn’t for everyone; many students with wonderful undergraduate careers simply do not fit the “mold” of a Rhodes Scholar.  But for students with an exceptional academic record, high-achieving graduate education goals, and a desire to make a significant contribution to society, the Rhodes can be a rewarding opportunity.
If you decide the Rhodes is a good match for you, the first step in compiling an application will be selecting a program of study at the University of Oxford.  Visit Oxford’s website, http://www.ox.ac.uk, where you can research the many degree programs offered.  OSU faculty can also be of great help in identifying which program best fits your academic goals.  
**After you have identified a program of study, please make an appointment with the Honors Collegium to discuss your application.  We can provide you materials to help with your personal statement and selection of letter writers, including sample essays, and other writing resources.  Please call us at 688-5805 or email at collegium@osu.edu**

Once you have identified your program of study, you should begin drafting your personal statement.  A personal statement should tell your story.  It should include a snapshot of your background, educational experiences, and other unique opportunities that have shaped your life.  It should also communicate your vision for the future, motivations for pursuing it, and plans of how to achieve this vision.  The statement should include concrete examples, a self-reflective tone, a showcasing of priorities and service, and an overall picture of yourself as a person of accomplishment and character.  It should conclude with 3-5 sentences stating & describing your program of study at Oxford.    

At this point, you should also approach your writers for letters of recommendation.  Three of the four letters must come from faculty members (NOT graduate students or TAs).  The remaining letter may come from additional faculty, job/internship supervisors, community leaders, etc.  You should prepare a packet of information for each letter writer including information on the Rhodes Scholarship, a current resume, your advising report, and a copy or draft of your personal statement.    These letters should be very specific to the opportunity at hand.  They are not general letters of recommendation.  They are recommending you for a specific program at the University of Oxford.  

Tips for applicants*:
Applying for a nomination takes time.  It is difficult, too, since it requires you to think hard about what you want to do with your life and what sort of career you want.  It should be obvious, though, that these are questions that you need to think about anyway.  Applying for a nomination will help you do so.  It will also give you valuable experience in articulating your ideas, which will no doubt be beneficial to you in the future. Here are some things you can do to make the application process as painless and as beneficial as possible, and also to maximize your chances of success:

a)  Be organized.  Organize your efforts, being sure to give adequate time to the most important tasks. Organize the information and the ideas that go into your application.  Organize the paperwork that needs to be given to the Nominating Committee and your referees.

b)  Get information, advice, and criticism.  Above all, talk to faculty members in your area.  Also talk to the staff at the Honors Program.  Talk to other students.  Ask people to read a draft of your application.  Listen to the advice and criticism you get.  

c) Allow your recommenders to read and discuss your application essay with you before they draft their letters.

d)  Know what you want to do.  You needn't tell us which books you'll read or what experiments you'll perform, but you should give a reasonably clear statement of what you intend to do if awarded a Rhodes or Marshall Scholarship. 

e)  Know what programs you would want to enter.  Become familiar with Oxford, its colleges, and its programs.  Investigate programs at other universities.  Have a clear idea of how you would profit from the opportunity to study in Britain.

f) Be forthcoming.  List your activities and accomplishments fully.  You needn't brag or compile a bloated list of activities in which you participated only minimally, but at this stage it's better to list too much than too little.
*Adapted from the University of Kansas

Applying for an OSU Rhodes Scholarship Nomination

A completed application consists of the following items:

· Completed (TYPED) and signed OSU Rhodes application form.

· Includes contact information for your four writers of letters of recommendation

· A list of four additional references is also required.  These are four people who are NOT already writing your letters of recommendation, but could be called upon to submit additional letters in the future.

· Signed Personal Statement (1,000 word maximum)

· The essay should describe your academic and other interests, including a paragraph or two about your specific area of proposed study and your reasons for wishing to study at Oxford.  

· Must conclude with the following signed statement: “I certify that this essay is my own work.”

· List of principle college activities and honors (2 pages maximum)

· Include honors & awards, scholarships, offices held, athletic participation, extracurricular interests, and substantial activities w/dates of participation.
(
Printout of your OSU Advising Report 

· Can be accessed on SIS
(
Transcripts from other institutions attended (copies ok)

· Includes community colleges, transfer credits, etc.

· A transcript is needed for any grade which appears as a “K” on your advising report.  

· Four letters of recommendation 

· Three of the four letters MUST come from faculty members.  This does NOT include TAs or Graduate Students.

· Letter of Reference Cover Form must accompany each letter.
The Nominating Committee will review application materials and select 6-10 candidates to interview in mid May.  You will be notified of your status in the process via the e-mail address listed in your application.  Based on the interviews and application materials, the committee will then select Ohio State University’s nominees for the Rhodes Scholarship.  

IMPORTANT: If you are endorsed by the Nominating Committee as one of OSU’s nominees, you will need to commit to working with the Honors Collegium throughout the summer and early fall.  The Collegium will assist you in obtaining final letters of recommendation, revising your personal statement, preparing for possible District interviews, and completing the official Rhodes application (available in summer 2010).  

If endorsed, you will need to ask your recommenders to submit their letters online to the district selection committee by the October 2010 deadline.  Notify your recommenders of this possibility IN ADVANCE; if they plan to be out of town (or otherwise unavailable) in early October, you will need to make alternative arrangements.

Applications must be RECEIVED by the Honors Collegium no later than 5pm on Monday, May 3rd.

Ohio State University Application

for

2011 Rhodes Scholarship Nomination

CAMPUS DEADLINE: Monday, May 3rd, 5pm
1.  PERSONAL DATA

Name       
Sex   Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Female   FORMCHECKBOX 

Date of Birth       
E-mail Address       
Campus Address  

     
Permanent Address  

     
Preferred Phone Number       
2.  ACADEMICS

Major(s)       Minor(s)       
Cumulative GPA      

Graduation Date quarter & year       
All Colleges and Universities you have attended 

Include any schools which appear on your advising report under “institutions attended”

     
Brief statement of future career aims (325 character max)
     
3.  OXFORD PROGRAMME OF STUDY

Oxford Program of Study/Degree Sought 

-1st choice 
     


-2nd choice 
     
-3rd choice 
      

4.  LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Three letters must be from faculty members
First Letter

Recommender Name  

     
Recommender Title  

     
Recommender Institution
     
Recommender E-mail

     
Recommender Phone

     
Relationship with Applicant
     
Second Letter

Recommender Name  

     
Recommender Title  

     
Recommender Institution
     
Recommender E-mail

     
Recommender Phone

     
Relationship with Applicant
     
Third Letter

Recommender Name  

     
Recommender Title  

     
Recommender Institution
     
Recommender E-mail

     
Recommender Phone

     
Relationship with Applicant
     
Fourth Letter

Recommender Name  

     
Recommender Title  

     
Recommender Institution
     
Recommender E-mail

     
Recommender Phone

     
Relationship with Applicant
     
5.  REFERENCES

Please list four references that could be called upon for additional letters of recommendation.  These names should NOT overlap with writers of your letters of recommendation.

Reference Name  


     
Reference Title  


     
Reference Institution

     
Reference E-mail


     
Reference Phone


     
Relationship with Applicant
     
Reference Name  


     
Reference Title  


     
Reference Institution

     
Reference E-mail


     
Reference Phone


     
Relationship with Applicant
     
Reference Name  


     
Reference Title  


     
Reference Institution

     
Reference E-mail


     
Reference Phone


     
Relationship with Applicant
     
Reference Name  


     
Reference Title  


     
Reference Institution

     
Reference E-mail


     
Reference Phone


     
Relationship with Applicant
     
6.  SIGNATURE

I have read and understand the eligibility requirements set forth by the Rhodes Scholarship Program and confirm that I meet these requirements.   I give permission to officials of my institution to release transcripts of my academic record and other information requested for consideration in the Rhodes Scholarship program.  I understand this application will be available only to qualified people who need to see it in the course of their duties.  If selected as one of OSU’s Rhodes nominees, I agree to commit to working with the Honors Collegium through October of 2010 to compile the most competitive application possible.  I affirm that all of this application is my own work and the information contained herein is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.  

Signed X ____________________________________  Date _____________

Complete applications should be submitted via USPS, 

campus mail, or hand-delivered to:

Honors Collegium

Attn: Rhodes Scholarship

310 Enarson Hall

154 W. 12th Ave.

Columbus, OH 43210

(614) 688-5805

Applications must be RECEIVED by 5pm, Monday May 3rd, 2010.
2011 Rhodes Scholarship Nomination Process

Letter of Recommendation Form
Recommendations are due to the Honors Collegium by Monday, May 3, 2010 at 5pm.

This signed form must accompany all recommendations.
APPLICANT’S NAME: __________________________________________

EMAIL:  _____________________________________

To the Student:  Please fill out & sign this form before you give it to your recommender.  You must choose on of the two waiver options.  Your recommender should return their letter and this form directly to the Honors Collegium at the address below.  Letters without the accompanying form will not be included in your application file.  You will receive a confirmation email upon receipt of each letter.  It is YOUR responsibility to follow-up and ensure all letters arrive on time.

Student please check one:

  (    I WAIVE        (
I DO NOT WAIVE
any right of access I may have to this letter.

STUDENT SIGNATURE: ___________________________________ DATE: ________

To the Recommender:  The student named above is applying for an OSU nomination for the Rhodes Scholarship.  These prestigious, highly competitive scholarships provide U.S. citizens with two years of post-graduate study at the University of Oxford in Great Britain.  Selection criteria include a superior academic record, excellence of character, and the promise of a life of valuable service.
A full description and candid appraisal of the applicant’s qualifications will be of great help.  Remember that virtually all applicants will have outstanding records.  The OSU Nominating Committee needs to know what is unique about this applicant, and how he or she compares with other outstanding students you have known.  
Letters may be addressed to “Rhodes Campus Nominating Committee.”  You will receive an e-mail confirmation upon receipt of your letter.  If the student is selected as one of OSU’s Rhodes Nominees, you may be asked for a revised letter to be sent to the Rhodes District Committee in early fall.  
NAME OF RECCOMMENDER:  ______________________________________________
TITLE:  _________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: _________________________________________________________________
Due Date: Monday, May 3rd, 2010.

Letters may be hand-delivered or sent via campus mail or USPS to:

Honors Collegium  (  Attn: Rhodes Scholarship
310 Enarson Hall  (   154 W. 12th Ave.  (  Columbus, OH 43210

(614) 688-5825  (  collegium@osu.edu 












